
Get Ready! Get Ready! Get Ready!

West Deptford
Township
Book Festival
Saturday,
April 23
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Join us for the first ever West Deptford
Township Book Festival at RiverWinds
Community Center, 1000 RiverWinds Drive,
West Deptford, NJ. There will be attractions
and activities galore. For more information
or to be a part of the festival, contact the
Information Department at the West Deptford
Free Public Library 856-845-5593 or email
admin@westdeptford.lib.nj.us. You can also
check out the Facebook pages of West Deptford
Township www.westdeptford.com and the
West Deptford Free Public Library
www.westdeptford.lib.nj.us. 

• Authors from the tristate area 
• Authors’ book signings
• Balloon sculpture
• ComiCon
• Face painting
• Food trucks
• Give-a-ways
• Movie
• Organizations’ booths
• Performances for children, teens, adults
• Publishing and writing workshops
• Storytelling
• Writing and illustrating contests
• Visits from literary book characters

2016 Special Arts Project – Wellness is
the Word...Fitness & Health the Ways!

The Library is pleased to announce that the Gloucester County Cultural and
Heritage Commission, an agency under the auspices of Gloucester County College,
has awarded the WDFPL funds from the NJ Council on the Arts. The grant
funding affords the library the opportunity to invite performing artists to present
themed performances for the 2016 Special Arts Project Wellness is the Word...
Fitness & Health the Ways! This project, from April through August, promises
to be an experience everyone can enjoy. Performances, dates and times will be
announced via the Library’s website, newsletter, local newspaper, and fliers.

Proud Supporters
of the 2015
Children’s

Summer Reading
Program

The Broadway Theatre
at Pitman

Camden RiverSharks

Garden State
Discovery Museum

Philadelphia Phillies

Philadelphia Union

Ronald McDonald
Reading Program

Applebees –
Apple American Group

Brunswick Bowling

A special thanks to the
friends of the West Deptford

Free Public Library
for their support and

funding of the Youth Services
Summer Programs.

■ West Deptford
Free Public Library
E-Newsletter
A place for all reasons!

■ West Deptford
Free Public Library
E-Newsletter
A place for all reasons!

www.westdeptford.lib.nj.us
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WDFPL New Jersey
Innovators History
Project 2016
Poetry, Prose and
Performance
GCCHC Grant Award

New Jersey Innovators History Project
2016, Poetry, Prose and Performance,
will include a two-part lecture series
and performances based on the literary
contributions of Walt Whitman. East
Coast professional scholars will lead
the lectures and round table discussions
that will set the ground work for the
performances. Programming will
introduce poetry and prose to diverse
audiences with innovative historical
perspectives, spoken word, and
performance. These programs are made
possible in part by funds from the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a division
of the Department of State, and the
Gloucester County Cultural and Heritage
Commission at Rowan College,
Gloucester. Look for performance dates
later in 2016.



Watch Your Business Grow with Government Contracts
with Jan Mirijanian

Tuesdays • January 12, February 2, March 1
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Learn how to sell your product to Federal, State, County,
& Casino. The NJIT Procurement and Technical Assistance
Center (PTAC) provides small businesses with information,
training, market techniques, bid matching, and many
other services. 

Introductory Tai Chi
Mondays • January 25 - May 2 • 1:30 p.m.
In fifteen weekly one-hour lessons, Ralph Quinn will teach
Dr. Paul Lam’s Tai Chi for Arthritis, a series of slow, gentle
movements that have been specifically recognized by the U.S.
Center for Disease Control (CDC) as being safe, effective,
and enjoyable for improving one’s balance, bone density, and
general health. It is designed to be suitable for people of all
ages and most levels of fitness. 

The French in America, from Fighting to Fashion
Thursday • January 28 • 7:00 p.m.
Why did the French come to North America in the 1600s?
Join historical novelist Jeff Heller as he uses slides and
commentary to present the fascinating story of how fighting,
folkways and even fashion influenced the actions taken by the
French in their bold quest to claim a continent. 

Calligraphy with Maureen Peters
Thursday • February 4 • 6:30 p.m.
Handwrite basic calligraphy into a unique Victorian Valentine
paper art project in this single evening class.

Zumba at the Library
Thursday • February 25 • 7:00 p.m.
Learn Zumba, a dance that involves dance and aerobic elements
created by Colombian dancer and choreographer Alberto
“Beto” Perez during the 1990s. The dance and fitness
choreography incorporates hip-hop, soca, samba, salsa,
merengue and mambo.

Celebrate International Women’s Day 
Tuesday • March 8
The first International Women’s Day was held in 1911.
Thousands of events occur to mark the achievements of
women. WDFPL celebrates this year’s theme: Make it Happen
warmly welcoming all. 

10:00 a.m. Women Make History book talk
11:00 a.m. Line dancing
12:00 p.m. International food sampling lunch hour
1:00 p.m. Belly dancing
2:30 p.m. Give-away prize drawing

Please call the library at 856-845-5593
to register for these free programs.

Refreshments and door prizes included!

Gallery Exhibits
January/February
Bruce Finkle Watercolors

March
Youth Art Month

Book Discussion
Sponsored by the friends of

the West Deptford Free Public Library

Thursdays @ 7:30 p.m.
January 14

Defending Jacob
by William Landay

February 11
The Lemon Table
by Julian Barnes

March 10
Life & Other

Near-Death Experiences
by Camille Pagan
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Notes from the Board 
Happy New Year from the Trustees of the West Deptford Free Public

Library! In 2015, we commemorated the 50th Anniversary of the Library.
We are proud of the history of the Library and its growth since 1965, and it
is with your support and care that the Library continues to thrive. 

The staff is presently preparing a long range plan, looking for new and
better ways to serve you. Materials, programs, displays and up to date
technology will be researched and prepared for the education and enjoyment
of all of Library visitors. The trustees look forward to supporting their fresh
ideas and positive approach to keeping the Library one of the best facilities
in West Deptford.

One event that we are especially looking forward to is the West Deptford
Township Book Festival that will be held at RiverWinds on April 23rd. The
Library will be joining West Deptford Township in coordinating this event.
Watch for more information as the date approaches.

Keep the library on your list of things to do. Visit, attend the latest
programs, enjoy the friends sponsored events, renew your library card, and of
course check out materials from the amazing collection. It is all here for you.

Enjoy 2016 and make sure that the Library, with its fantastic staff, is one
of your fondest memories of the year!

Mrs. April Maska
Board President

Adult Services – Winter 2016



Teen Programs – Winter 2016
Learn Scratch Programming Language 

Tuesdays • 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
January - March
With Scratch, you can program your
own interactive stories, games, and
animations – and share your creations
with others in the online community.
Check it out at www.scratch.mit.edu.

Regular Monthly Teen Programs

Pizza and a Paperback
Tuesdays • 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
January 12, February 9, March 8
Come to the Library to discuss what you are reading and enjoy a
slice of pizza.

Writers Workshop
Tuesdays • 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
January 19, February 16, March 15
If you like to write or illustrate stories, come share or just listen
to other stories. Snacks will be served.

Tuesday Night @ the Movies
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
January 26, February 23, March 29
Call the Library for more information. Snacks will be served.

Special Tuesday Night Programs

7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Aroma Therapy • January 5 
Candy Making • February 2
All Kinds of Beads • March 1
Board and Video Games • March 22

Special Sunday Program

Celebrate New Jersey’s Makers Day
March 13 • 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Are you a budding engineer? Do you like to build? Come to
WDFPL to design and build your own miniature roller coaster.
Bring a team or build by yourself. More information will be
available on the Library’s website. Snacks will be served.

Kidkins –
Preschool Story Time 

Ages 3-5 
Parent/caregiver must
remain in Library.
Register for
Mondays OR Tuesdays: 
10:30 - 11:15 a.m.
January 25 - March 22

S.M.I.L.E.
(open to general public)

Children read to therapy
pets of the FURever As
Friends organization
Wednesdays
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
February 10, 24,
March 9, 23

Kiddles - 2s Story Time 
Age 2 with
parent/caregiver
Thursdays
11:00 - 11:30 a.m.
January 28 - March 24 

Yiddie Biddie Kiddies -
Toddler Time 

Age 12-24 mos. with
parent/caregiver
Thursdays
10:05 - 10:30 a.m.
January 28 - March 24

Library Kids’ Club 
After School Tuesdays 
Grades K-4
Parent/caregiver of
children 7 and younger
must remain in Library.
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
January 26 - March 22

Events For Everyone
Winter 2016

Open to the general public – registration requested.
Light refreshments will be served at the

conclusion of every program.

Celebrate Black History, Women’s History,
and Southern NJ with Stories & Songs... 

Sunday • February 28 • 3:00 p.m. 
The Folk Tales, Lullabies and Rhymes Whispered
Through the Pines...stories and songs passed
down through mothers, grandmothers, aunties,
and maybe even a few courageous daughters in
southern NJ. Michelle Washington Wilson,
Storyteller, and Barbara Yates, The Music
Lady, bring rhythm to the roles portrayed
through stories and songs for a wonderful
afternoon of Poetry and Prose, Gospel,
Jazz/Blues and Traditional American Folk Songs.
Sing along and maybe even learn a tale or two to
take home. Lots of audience participation and
fun for all ages! 
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These programs are open to all middle school and high school aged students.
To be sure that we have enough supplies for everyone, please register

for these programs by calling the Library at 845-5593 or emailing
Mrs. Murphy at carolmurphy@westdeptford.lib.nj.us.

Children’s Programs
Winter 2016 

January 25 through March 24
Children’s Programs are open to West Deptford Free Public Library

members and West Deptford residents.

REGISTRATION
• according to child’s age at time of sign-up • required for all programs

and events • begins January 18 • call 856-845-5593 or stop in.

CHECK OUT OUR

Teen Web Page
Publish your drawings or

writings on the teen area of the
Library’s web page.

Send your creations to
carolmurphy@westdeptford.lib.nj.us.



friends...
Fifty years ago there was no library in West Deptford. Sarah Crispi, Harriet Lawson,

Frances Yanus, and Connie Jabbes were instrumental in creating a library at the old
school on Crown Point Road — open only nine hours a week. Our first director (as
required for state aid) was Harriet Lawson. When Mrs. Lawson retired in 1983 Norma
Blake took over. Norma realized that involving township residents was essential to
finding friends who could be responsible for supporting the Library. Norma announced a
meeting and everybody came. Children played while grownups brainstormed ideas. The
attendees decided to form a friends group. 

The April Check It Out! newsletter
includes an envelope for signing on as a
member of the friends. A friend is part of
a group collectively; a member is someone
who is inclined toward a cause. Our
cause is to support the WDFPL. We need
you to be a member. The friends elect
officers, hold monthly meetings, have a
constitution, and are incorporated. As a
means of raising money, we sell donated
books and local honey.

The friends are sponsoring a Valentine’s
Day gift basket. For every card you bring
to the Library for a hospitalized veteran,
you will receive a ticket for the basket
drawing. We hope to send dozens of cards
to the vets. Please be a friend!

Congratulations to Dustin Powell, winner of the
friends WDFPL 50th Anniversary Basket!!!!

A place for all reasons!A place for all reasons!
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SERVICES
Café

Computers for Internet access,
business applications and games

Concerts

Gallery / displays • Mobility scooter

Notary public (fee based)

Programs for children, teens and adults

Public meeting room

Quiet study room

Self checkout • Story times

Training in computer and Internet use

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance)

Wireless access

COLLECTION
Over 85,000 materials

Audio books on cassette & compact discs

Books for children, teens and adults • eBooks

Electronic subscription databases

Large print books

Magazines and newspapers

Materials for the physically challenged

Music on cassettes and compact discs

NJ phone books • Playaways

Puzzles and puppets • Reference sources

Tax forms • Videos/DVDs

HOURS
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday (Oct. - May) 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday (June - Sept.) 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sunday (Oct. - May) 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday (June - Sept.) Closed

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Camille Atkinson

Nancy Barna

Cindy Cobb

April Maska

Jennifer Kilpatrick

Stacy Reid

Terri Wallowitch

Deputy Mayor James Mehaffey,
Library Liaison

Marie Downes, Library Director

420 Crown Point Road
West Deptford, NJ 08086

856-845-5593

West Deptford Historical Association
It’s amazing to think that although we are a progressive society, we all have a

connection with our past and the West Deptford Historical Association is here to
help you to remember. In 2015, the Historical Association had some special
displays in the library that drew quite a bit of attention. The Township Ledgers
from as early as the 1800s and Scouting in West Deptford displays were especially
popular. A new display this year will be the History of Magee Locksmith.
We think you’ll be pleased with their history. Also, you may be excited to learn
that our wedding gown display will be coming back with even more gowns than
the last time. 

Other projects the Historical Association sponsored in the fall of 2015 are the
Scarecrows on Parade, Great Pumpkin Event, and Holiday Wreaths. New this year
will be the Snowman Trail. 

We enjoy hearing from you and getting your response on our different
presentations throughout the year. If you’re interested in what’s happening, have
ideas for projects or displays to share with the community, or you or a family
member has special items to donate, we would love to talk with you. 

Beginning January, join us the second Monday, every other month. For further
information, call the Library 845-5593, April Maska 845-1205 or Noreen Mikulski
848-0396.

Your memories are our future!


